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research 
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wide 
standards 

Research.gov provides easy access to 
research-related information and services 
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Researchers can do business with NSF 
through a suite of services  

Government-wide grantees 

• Find grant opportunities 

• Apply for grants 

NSF Grantees 

• Prepare and submit proposals and reports 

Research Grantees  

• Support the research community with a 
modern technology platform  

Research.gov is the modernization of FastLane, providing the next 
generation of grants management capabilities for the research 

community 
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Research.gov offers grants 
management services… 

Access Services 
– InCommon 
– Single Sign-on with FastLane 

Reporting Services 
– Project Outcomes Report 
–  Annual, Final, and Interim Reports  (Coming 

Soon) 

Financial Services 
– The Federal Financial Report 
– Access to financial services: Cash Requests, 

Cash Request History, Grantee EFT Update 
and Grantee EFT Update History  

– Award Cash Management $ervice (Coming 
Soon) 

Application Services 
– Grants Application Status 
– Application Submission Web Services 
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…and public facing services 

Research 
Spending & 
Results 

Policy Library 

SEE Innovation 

Research 
Headlines & 
Events 
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INTRODUCTION TO ACM$ 
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The NSF Award Cash Management $ervice (ACM$) is a 
new approach to award payments and post-award 
financial processes which will transition financial 
processing of award payments from the current 
“pooling” method to submission of award level 
payment amounts each time funds are requested.   

As a result, ACM$ will eliminate the need for awardee 
institutions to submit quarterly Federal Financial 
Reports (FFR).    

Customers will access ACM$ through Research.gov 
starting in 2013.  

What is ACM$? 
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NSF is placing increased focus on transparency 
and accountability in the stewardship of 
Federal funds 

Congress, OMB and other stakeholders are 
requiring more up-to-date information on how 
tax dollars are being spent 

ACM$ is being developed to help NSF comply 
with new standardized financial reporting 
requirements  

Why Transition to ACM$? 
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ACM$ will allow awardee institutions to submit cash 
requests and adjustments to open and closed awards, as 
well as access award level information on payments and 
award balances. Other benefits include: 
– Better and more timely access to financial data, funds status 

monitoring and expenditure reports 

– Reduced need for manual accounting processes including 
reconciliations and adjustments 

– Quicker identification of awardees  that need technical assistance 
through more transparent data 

– Elimination of the quarterly FFR  

– Demand for up-to-date information on how tax dollars are being spent 

 

How Does ACM$ Work and What Are 
the Benefits? 
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Retaining “current” system benefits 

Availability of multiple input options 

Thorough reconciliation between NSF and 
grantee records 

Phased implementation  

 

 

 

Our Vision 



 
• Requirements  P 
 

• Design P 
 

• Development 
 

• Initial Implementation  
 

• Full Implementation 

Transition To ACM$ 

Cycle 1 P 
Cycle 2 P 
Cycle 3 underway 
Cycle 4  
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36 awardee institutions will participate in the initial 
implementation group starting in January 2013 

Approximately 1,700 awardee institutions will be 
transitioned to ACM$ starting in April 2013  

How does this change impact you? 

– Accessibility 

– Timeliness 

– Flexibility 
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NSF Will Implement a Phased Transition to 
ACM$  
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ACM$ Implementation Milestones    

Standard FFR 
for the Main 
Group 

•Due 
1/30/2013 

Cash Request 
Shutdown for 
Main Group 

 

Reconciliation 
FFR for Main 
Implementation 
Group 

•Due 
04/30/2013 

 

 

 

ACM$ 
Implementation 
for Early Group 

Full ACM$ 
Implementation  
Complete  

12/31/2012 03/24/2013 04/01/2013 01/04/2013 6/30/2013 
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Reconcile the Cash on Hand (COH) balance 
reported on your quarterly FFR to the COH 
balance on your financial records 

Submit your FFR each quarter by the designated 
due date 

Bring operating COH balances as close to zero as 
possible until the implementation occurs 

How Can My Institution Prepare for the 
Transition to ACM$? 



CURRENT FINANCIAL PROCESS 
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Federal Financial Report 



ACM$ PROCESS 
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Research.gov User Menu 
ACM$ Link 
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ACM$ Home Page 

See items 
requiring 
attention 

Submit a New 
Transaction 

Search for 
Transactions or 

Awards 
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Search for Transactions and Awards 
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Access to Award Information  
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Clicking on an award number will 
now open the Research.gov 
award details page. 
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View Award Amendment Detail  



Research.gov Webinar Series 

 NSF is hosting a series of Research.gov webinars 
for NSF grantees interested in learning more 
about Research.gov 

 Email webinars@research.gov if you are 
interested in attending any of the following 
webinars:  
– October 12: Project Reports are Moving: What’s In It 

for Me? 

– November 16: How Can Research.gov Help Me? 
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Provide feedback on Research.gov 

 Your feedback will help 
Research.gov prioritize 
and enhance  services 
– Take our ForeSee pop-up 

survey 

– Complete online 
feedback form 

– Questions or comments? 
Email us at 
feedback@research.gov 

 

 

 

Complete the 
online feedback 

form 

Take the pop-up 
survey 
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Questions 
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Press *1 to ask a question  

Press *1 to ask a question  


